This folder contains the shapefiles for the February, 2016 East Africa FEWS NET Food Security Outlook. It was last updated on April 07, 2016. The classification scale used is the Integrated Phase Classification (IPC) V2.0, the IPC scale is a widely accepted, standard, five level scale for classifying the severity of food emergencies. The two shapefiles represent the two four month analysis periods:
EA201602_ML1	Most likely food security outcome for February-May 2016
EA201602_ML2	Most likely food security outcome for June-September 2016
Within the shapefiles, the ML1/ML2 fields contain the IPC area phase classification for the outlook period. The five phases are: 
1: Minimal
2: Stressed
3: Crisis
4: Emergency
5: Famine

Also, three additional codes may be included in the ML1/ML2 columns:

66 = water
88 = parks, forests, reserves
99 = No Data/Missing Data

The HA1 and HA2 columns indicate if humanitarian assistance is helping to lower the phase classification. If HA1/HA2 = 1, then the phase classification would likely be at least one phase worse without current or programmed humanitarian assistance. In FEWS NET and IPC maps, this is represented by an exclamation mark (!).

[bookmark: _GoBack]FEWS NET uses a scenario development method to evaluate the most likely scenario for acute food security outcomes. Our analysts assess the current food security situation, make assumptions about the future, and consider how those assumptions might affect food and income for poor households. Then, based on the convergence of evidence, analysts determine the most likely scenario and classify expected levels of food insecurity for the near term (ML1) and medium term (ML2) periods. FEWS NET re-examines assumptions each month and updates our outlooks and phase classification data when appropriate.
The IPC_Legend.lyr file is provided for reference. It contains the official IPC color scheme, it also includes the exclamation mark symbology.
For more information, please contact info@fews.net
