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Lesotho (LSO) Administrative Boundary Common 

Operational Database (COD-AB) 

Access and additional 
information:  Visit the HDX dataset for access and further information.  

(For inquiries click ‘contact the contributor’ at the top of the 
dataset.) 
 

Source: Blah blah 
 

Most recent update: January 8, 2019 
 

Endorsement: In progress 
 

ITOS live services: Available or unavailable 
 

Complementary COD-PS 
(Population Statistics):  

 

Administrative level: 0 1 2 
Administrative type: country district community council, 

municipal council, or 
urban council 

Feature type: polygon, line polygon, line polygon, line 
Feature name language: English [EN] English [EN] English [EN] 

Sample P-code: LS LSA LSA01 
Evaluation / availability: Fully useful Fully useful Fully useful 

Feature count: 1 10 78 
Formats: Shapefile 

KMZ 
EMF 

Shapefile 
KMZ 
EMF 

Shapefile 
KMZ 
EMF 

COD-PS link: no YES no 
 

CAVEATS:   
 
The administrative level 1 (district) P-code is (unusually) alphabetical. 
 
Lesotho boundary data was obtained from FAO Lesotho in 2018 (Data Source: FAO and the Lesotho 
Ministry of Local Government and Chieftainship Affairs-MLGCA, 2016 data) 
 
Admin 1: Districts 

https://data.humdata.org/dataset/cameroon-administrative-boundaries
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/lesotho-population-statistics


 

LSO COD-AB 2019 01 08.docx 

 

Admin 2: Councils (1 Municipal Council, 11 Urban Councils and 64 Community Councils) 
The Maseru Municipal Council spans 2 districts and there are therefore 2 records for Maseru with the 
district name in brackets (district brackets could be removed if necessary). Similarly the Butha-Buthe 
Urban Council spans 2 districts (the number of council records therefore totals 78 not 76, in order to 
accommodate the district divisions). 
 
P-codes were added for the Municipal and Urban Councils, which had no codes in the original data 
received (based on the district code and next consecutive number). 
 
The old boundary system prior to 2016 had 10 districts sub-divided into 80 constituencies consisting 
of 128/129 local community councils (the UNHCR SAHIMS data is of the old 80 constituencies). 
However, recently the number of community councils was reduced from 128 to 64 to align with the 
national parliamentary constituencies, following which 11 urban councils were established. The 
capital Maseru has its own unique single-tier authority, the city council (Source: CLGF Lesotho 
Country Profile 2017-2018 http://www.clgf.org.uk/default/assets/File/Country_profiles/Lesotho.pdf) 
and supported by https://genderlinks.org.za/wp-
content/uploads/imported/articles/attachments/14477_giz_lesotho_pamphletweb.pdfone 
 

 

General Common Operational Dataset information: 

COD dashboard https://goo.gl/pfvpaH 
Humanitarian Data Exchange 

 
 

https://goo.gl/pfvpaH
https://data.humdata.org

